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3 
PROCEEDINGS 
North American Colonies 
I IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE 


STAMP-AC T. 


„ ing certain Stamp-duties, and other du- 
<< ties, in the American colonies, and for 
« applying the money ariſing therefrom for the ſup- 
port and defence of the ſaid colonies,” having paſ- 
ſed through both houſes of parliament, received the 
royal aſſent. Amongſt other proviſions in this act, 
« a Stamp duty, of one halfpenny ſterling, was laid 
on every News-paper and pamphlet, of half a ſheet 
and under; one penny on every News-paper, &c. 
of above half a ſheet, and not exceeding one ſheet ; 
on every paper and pamphlet, more than one ſheet, 
and not exceeding ſix ſheets in octavo, or a leſſer 
age, of twelve ſheets in quarto, or twenty in fo- 
los two ſhillings ſterling for every ſheet m one 
copy; on every advertiſement in any news-paper, 
or other paper or pamphlet, two ſhillings ; on 
every almanack or calendar, for any one year, or 
leſs, printed on one fide of one ſheet, two pence 
ſterling; on every almanack for one year, four 
pence ſterling ; on every ditto for ſeveral years, four 
pence for each year; beſides ſtamps upon law pa 
rs and parchments, certificates, ſhip clearances, 
indentures, &c. &Cc. &c. | | 
When the Americans received acccunt of the 
paſſing of this act, great murmurings and diſcon- 
tent aroſe amongit them. The acts were printed 
and cried about the ſtreets at New York by the 


(): Friday, March 22, 1765, the Bill“ Forlay- 


title of The Folly of England, and Ruin of America. 


On Sunday, the fourteenth of April, the) great 
$uns at the fort of Philadelphia were diſcovered to 

all ſpiked up, and on looking at thoſe of the 
barracks they were found to be ſerved in the 
Tame manner, to the great ſurprize and uneaſineſs 
of ſeveral of the inhabitants. Letters arrived in 
London, from Boſton in New England, dated the 
1ſt and Sth of April, expreſſing the alarm that 
the news of the ſtamp-afthad thrown the people 


& a, even though they had not then heard of its 


— 


bas the general quality of the goods, 


being abſolutely paſſed, The heart-burnings en- 
creaſed during the ſummer, and the New York 
paper, in the beginning of June laſt, gave ſuf- 
ficient proofs of the temper with which the co- 
loniſts beheld the approach of the fatal iſt of 
November, on which day the act was to take 
place. Letters of the ſame tenor came from Vir- 
ginia, dated June 5, and from Philadelphia, as 
may be ſeen in the Gazetteer of Auguſt 14, 16, 
and 19. 

It Lal not the populace alone who were diſ- 
contented, men of rank and property took the a- 
larm. The general aſſembly of Virginia having 
debated on the ſtamp- act, came to ſeveral reſolu- 
tions, which were couched in ſuch terms, that the 
governor thought fit to diſſolve them. But when 
a new election took place, it did not ſeem to be 
compoſed of men of more paſlive principles, fince 
the electors excluded all thoſe members who did 
not aſſent to thoſe reſolves, while thoſe who did 
were all re: elected. At Boſton, in New England, 
at the laſt aſſembly, his Excellency Francis Ber- 
nard, Eſq; the governor, delivered the followin 
ſpeech to the gentlemen of the council, and thoſe 
of the houſe of repreſentatives, 


« Soon after my arrival to this government, T 
formed in my mind an idea of three improvements 
which this country was capable of making, profit- 
able to itfelf and convenient to Great Britain: I 
mean pot-aſh, hemp, and the carrying lumber to 
the Britiſh markets. They are all proper ſtaples 
for New England, and muſt be very acceptable to 
Gre*: Britain, as ſhe is at preſent ſupplied with 
them from foreigners, by a loſing trade, 

I have already had the ale to ſee the firſt 
of theſe eſtabliſhed with effect, and wanting now 
nothing but care to preſerve its credit, and pre- 
which is of 

a ſuperior , 


a ſuperior kind, being rendered toubtful and ſuf- 
picious; by the Fhadaledt practices of articulars; 


«> þ 


The houſe of repreſentatives, at New England 
appoihted the honourable james Otis, Thomas 


This is a neceſſaty caution at the-commengement | -Ruggles, and Oliver Partridge, Kſqri a committee, 


of a new trade; for upon its firſt reputation de- 
pends its future ſacceſs. There is already a law | 
for the regulation of this trade, but it wants to be- 
carried into execution; this I muſt deſire may be 
done this ſeſſion, as it is now becoming imme- 
diatel W ing. | | 

a You have lately given a public teſtimony 
of your defire to promote the production of hemp; 
J am equally perſuaded of your good intentions to 
the improvement of the lumber trade; as you mu 
be ſenſible of the inſufficiency of the preſent mar- 
kets for the reception of the great quantity of 
lumber which is now produced, and which will be 
continually encreaſing. The parliament of Great 
Britain has Already given encburagement to the 
one; and it is hoped that it will alſo extend its 
bounty to the other. I 

« 'Theſe are proper objects of your concern; 
works, which naturally ariſe in your own country, 
ſtrengthen your connection with Great Britain, 
may eaſily be confined within yourſelves, and will 
ſoon be ſuperior to thoſe of foreign rivals. When 
theſe are added to your own reſources, they will 
form a fund, which, with the bleſſing of God, 9 5 
on your induſtry and 7 will be adequate to 
the expence of all neceſlary imports; and you will 
Have no occaſion, as you have hitherto ſhewn no 
diſpoſition, vainly to attempt to transfer manufac- 
tories from their ſettled abode ; an undertaking at 
all times difficult, but, under the diſadvantage of 
high-priced labour, impacticable. | 

«© The general ſettlement of the American pro- 
vinces, which has been long ago propoſed, and 
now probably will be proſecuted to its utmoſt 
completion, muſt neceſſarily produce ſome regu- 
lations, which, from their novelty only, will ap- 
pear diſagreeable. But I am convinced, and 
doubt not but experience will conſirm it, that they 
will operate as they are deſigned, for the benefit 
and advantage of the colonies. In the mean 
time a reſpectful ſubmĩſſion to the decrees of the 
parliament, is their intereſt, "as well as their 
duty. „ a 
„In an empire, extended and diverſified as 
that of Great Britain, there muſt be a ſupreme 
Legiſlature, to which all other powers mutt be 
ſubordinate. Tt is our happineſs that the ſupreme 
Legiſlature, the parliament of Great Britain, 1s the 
ſanctuary of liberty and juſtice and thatthe prince, 


— 


to meet the committees of the aſſemblies of the 
*whole continent, at New Vork, October 1, to unite 
in a Petition to his majeſty and the Britiſh par- 
liament, for relief under the inſupportable grie- 
vance of the ſtamp-aCt. oy 

As the fatal firſt uf November grew more near, 
the heats of the coloniſts were augmented. A 


letter from Boſton, of the 5th of Auguſt, publiſh. 


ed in the Gazettcer of September 17th, hints, 
* that the impoſition of the ſtamp- act, it was be- 


* lHeved, would be of very ſhort duration; for it 


Was univerſally eſteemed there to be arbitrary, 
«© unconſtitutional; and a breach of charter; there- 
fore, they think, they have a right to refuſe ſub- 
« miſſion to it, br at leaſt that the ſtamp-officers 
*« would be raid to act in ſuch a ſation as will 
e ſlab their country. For, as they have Two 
* HUNDRED THOUSAND inhabitants in that pro- 
« vince, and, by computation, about two millions 
« in America, it is too late to think they would 
„be dragoored out of their rights.” Ho- well 
founded thele hints were, the event hath already 
too plainly demonſtrated. Theſe diſcontents flew 
from man to man, the diſguft gathered force as it 
ſpread, it was awakened by the ſenſe of their in- 
capacity to pay the tax in * and it was pro- 

agated one while by ſerious publications, and 
another while by puns, ſquibs, and bitter jokes, 
which, as they were ſhort, and ſeaſoned by ſome 
wit, were greedily ſwallowed by all ranks of peo- 
ple, and eaſily retained in the memory. One fay- 


ing, The Americans would ſoon paſs for Ster- 


« ling, when they had the hall mark,” was an- 
ſwered, they had no gold to make an gffay on,” 
Another was a paſſage in a letter from the ſame 
place, which is thus, We have ſent over large 
% commiſſions to England for half-pence and far- 
ce things, on account of the famp and poſt-oflice 
duties, being determincd to preferve, as much 
46 as poſſible, our dollars and piſtoles, for the 
« eweighty concern of making remittances to our 
« mother country.” Theſe trivial cireumſtances 
kept alive their reſentment, and ſerved as pre- 


ludes and watch-words to what ſpeedily followed. 


About the beginning of Auguſt, the coloniſts 


began ſeriouſly to think of the ſteps they were to 


take, Ageieral aſſembly of repreſentatives was 
agreed on, to meet at New York. The freemen 
of Providence, in Rhode-Iſland, were called to- 


who preſides over it, realizes the idea of a patriot gether, to confer on ſuch meaſures, as ſhould 


king. Surely then we ſhould ſubmit our opinions 
to the determinations of ſo auguſt a body; and 
acquieſce in a perfect confidence, that the rights 
of the members of the Briuth empire will ever be 
ſafe in the hands of the conſervators of the li- 


N * 


berty of the whole. 


| they met, and appointed a committee to prepare 


appear to them neceſſary, relative to the am- 
<« a; whereby the liberties, the darling boaſt of ti e 
* Engliſh North American ſubjects, which were once 
« deemed indefeaſible, muſt be greatly abridged, 
„if not totally annihilated.” And accordingly 


ſuitable 
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ſuitable inflru#icn to be given their repreſentatives, 
for their conduct in the general aſſembly, on that 
alarming occaſion. Theſe inſtructions were pre- 
pared, and the freemen being again convened the 
next day, were laid before thei, and approved of. 
The fame ſteps were alſo taken by the province of 
South Carolina. But ſome did not chuſe to ſtay 
till the iſt of October to maniteſt their diſlike of 
the ſtamp · act, by petitions ; for, on the 14th of 
Auguſt, two effigies were found hanging, early in 
the morning, on a limb of the Great Trees (fo 
called} at the ſouth part of Boſton : by the labels 
faſtened to one of them, it ſeemed to be deſigned to 


repreſent a famp-efficer; the other was a jack-boot, 


with a head and horns peeping out of the top. A 
great concourſe of people from the town ſoon aſ- 
ſembled about them, and their ardor for liberty 
ſeemed greatly inflamed at that fight. Theſe ima- 
ges remained till duſk, when they were taken 
down, placed on a bier, with an inſcription on the 
breaſt, ſupported in 228 by ſix men, and 
followed by a multitude of all ranks, not in a con- 
fuſed, but a regular manner, echoeing liberty and 
propert; ! No ffamps. They proceeded through the 
Town-houſe, down King- ſtreet, and to a late erect- 
ed building, which they ſuppoſed to be deſigned 
for the ſſamp- office, which they razed to the 
ground, but without doing any hurt to any perſon. 
The people then carried the woodwork of the 
houſe (with the images) to Fort Hill, where they 
made a large bonfire. They then demoliſhed the 
barn, fence, garden, &c. with which they would 
have ended, had not the indiſcretion of ſome with- 
in inflamed them to that degree, that they entered 
the houſe and did conſiderable damage. 

The next day, the gentleman who was 
appointed to be ſtamp officer, deſired leave to 
be excuſed from that office. 'The populace al- 
ſembled again, intending a ſecogd bonfire, but, 
when they heard of his reſelution, they went to 
his gate, gave three cheers, and diſperſed quietly. 

la the midſt of theſe heats, governor Faquier 
prorogued the general aſſembly of Virginia, ill 
the 17th of October; and governor Wentworth 


e that of New 'Hampſhire to the 19th of 


ovember (eighteen days after the ſtamp-act was 
to be in force). „ 

The above-mentioned colonies were not the 
only ones which were agitated on account of this 
act. That of Maſſachulet's Bay alſo ſhewed their 
diſlike to what // called an unconſtitutional tax; 


and on the arrival of the ſtamped paper there, the 
governor thought 


as follows to the council. 
| Gentlemen, 


*« have been informed that it is reported about 
the town, that the | | 
that the ſtamped papers are to be lodged 
in che caltle, there to be unpacked and diſtribuic d.. 


proper to have them depoſited 
in the caſtle, and on the firſt of September ſpoke | 
. | 


C9 


I have frequently in converſation ſhewn the ab- 
ſurdity of ſuch a ſuppoſition ; but as what I have 
ſaid is perhaps not much known, I make this de- 
claration to you: That I have no warrant, order, 
or authority whatſoever, to diſtribut: the ſtamped 
papers, or to unpack the bales, cr ſeparate the 
parcels, or order any perfon whatſoever ſo to do; 
that it cannot be conceived that I ſhould be ſo im- 
prudent as to undertake a buſineſs to which I 
have no appointment, and make myſelf anſwerable 
for large ſums of money, the receipt of which I 
cannot attend to, and have no power to direct or 
order: What I have done in purſuance of your 
advice, in ordering the ſtamped papers to be de- 


poſited in the caſlle, and there to be defended with 


all the force of that fortreſs, was to preſerve them 
entire and unpacked for his majeſty's uſe. In this 
I have had two thivgs in view, to prevent impru- 
dent people committing an high inſult upon the 


king, an indignity which would be ſure to meet 


with particular reſentment; and to ſave the town 


or province, as it may happen, from being made 


anſwerable for ſo great a ſum as the value of the 
ſtamped papers will amount to; as they certainly 
will. be, if che ſtamped papers ſhould be taken 
away. In providivg againſt theſe two evils, ſurely 


We are endeavouring to do the town and province 


real and important ſervice, whatever people, in 
their preſent temper, may think,” 


« His excellency having made the foregoing de- 


claration to the board, they ſignified their unani- 


mous deſire to his excellency, that he would per- 


mit the ſame to be publiſhed ; and his excellency 


thereupon gave permiſhon for pubiiſhing the tame - 


accordingly.” A. OLLVER, Secr. 
At Providence, a Gazette Extraordinary was 
publiſhed, on the 24th ot Augult, with vox vo- 
PUL, VOX pet, in large letters, for the ſrontiſ- 
piece; and underneath, Where the Spirit. of the 
Lerd is, there is Liberty. St Paul.—it congratu- 
lates them on the ſpirit of oppoſition that had 
already been ſhewn in divers parts of North Ame- 
rica, in theſe words: We have glorious accounts 
„% from all parts, of the noble ſpirit of the people 
in the cauſe of liberty,“ and concludes an addreis 


to the people of New England, thus: Let me 


% draw towards a eonclukon, by obſerving the 
« univerſal ſpirit which now prevails through the 
& colonies, to take all /axy/ul mcauures to preveit 
&© (the execution of the ſtamp-act here. This 
« Jaudable zeal hath burſt into a flame in Boſton, 
„% and the exertions of the people in that ancient 


© town, who have heretotore been obliged 10 


« ſtruggle for-their liberties, when infamoully at- 


« tacked, as their hiſtory Reus, plainly indicate. 
« that the ſpirit of their tathers reſt upon them, 
% and that they preſerve in their breaſts the noble. 


atlons of freedom.“ 


The flame now ran from province to province, 
and the ſpirit of oppoſition was almoſt univerſal ; 
Mr. Ingerſoll, ſtamp officer of Connecticut, had 
{ent to Wyndham to a perſon whom he had ap- 
pointed to be his deputy, to come to him at New 
Haven, to receive his commiſſion for that impor- 
tant truſt ; but the inhabitants at Wyndham, hav- 
ing knowledge of the letter he had received, ſur- 
rounded his houſe, demanded the letter from him, 
and warned him not to accept the office, which ſo 
terrified him, that the very ſame poſt he ſent back 
an abſolute retuſal cf taking the charge upon him. 

The ſame fate awaited his principal at New 
Haven, whoſe reſignation of the place of ſtamp 
officer was printed in the Boſton Poſt Boy of Aug. 

24, in the following words: 
To the good People of CONNECTICUT, 

«© When 1 undertook the office of diſtributor 
of ſtamps lor this colony, I meant a ſervice to you, 
and really thought you would have viewed it in 
that light, when you came to underſtand the na- 
ture of the ſtamp act, and that of the office; but 
ſince it gives you ſo much uneaſineſs, you may be 

aſſured, if I find (after the act takes place, which is 

the firit, of November) that you ſhall not incline 
to purchaſe or make uſe of any ſtampt paper, I 
ſhall not force it upon you, nor think it worth 
my while to trouble you or myſelf with any ex- 
erciſe of my office; but if by that time I hall 
find you generally in much need of the ſtampt pa- 
-per, and very anxious to obtain it, I ſhall hope' you 
will be willing to receive it of me (if, I ſhall hap- 
pen to have any) at leaſt unul another perſon more 
agreeable to you can be appointed in my room. 

« T cannot but wiſh you would think more 
how to get rid of the /amp ad, than of the officers 
who are to ſupply you with paper, and that you 
had learnt more of the nature ot my office betore 
you had undertaken to be ſo very angry at it.“ 


. New Haven, 
Aug. 1765. J. INGERSOLL. 


This reſignation was much applauded, but 
ſeems rather to have been the eff of fear, than 
a hearty defire of complying with the temper of 
the times; for, when the people aſſembled round 
his houſe, and demanded, whether he intended to 
act in that office, or reſign, he anſwered, that as 
'he had accepted the office in perſon, he did not 
think he had power to reſign, They next de- 
manded whether, when the ſtampt paper arrived, 
he would deliver it to them, to a a bonkre ? 
-Or—have his houſe pulled down. To this queſtion 
he firove to evade giving an anſwer, by deſiring 
them to wait the meeting of the afſembly, and ſe- 
-veral other pretences ; but when he found all un- 
availing, he then promiſed, ** that when they ar- 
;rived, he would either re-ſhip them to be ſent 
Hack; or, when they were in his houſe, he would 


| 


(4) 
leave his doors open, that they might then act 


of the town was preſerved by a nightly 


as they thought proper; this ſatisfied them, 
and they diſperſed ; and the above advertiſemerit 
appeared in the paper. 

Hitherto the people of Boſton had confined 
themſelves within ſome bounds, but whether en- 
couraged by meeting no oppoſition, influenced by 
ſome particular perſon, or growing more deſperate 
every day that brought them nearer to the fatal 
iſt of November, on the 26th of Auguſt, about 
twilight, a ſmall bonfire was kindled in Ling-fireet, 


and ſurrounded only by a few boys and children; 


but when once the fireward endeavoured to extin- 
quiſh it,” he was whiſpered, by an unknown per- 
ſon, to deſiſt; which he not regarding, received a 
blow on his arm, and ſuch other marks of diſ- 


| pleaſure, as obliged him to withdraw. But pre- 


ſently after a particular whiſtle and whoop was 
heard from ſeveral quarters, which inſtantly drew 
together a great number of perſons, diſpuiſed, and 
armed with clubs, fticks, &c. who aſſaulted the 
houſe of William Story, Eſq; deputy regiſter of the 
vice-admiralty, oppoſite the north fide of the 
Court-Houſe, the lower part of which, being his 
office, was broke open, the files and public records 
of that court, and even Mr. Story's private papers, 
account-books, &c. ſeized, and condemned to the 
flames. 
This did not take up half an hour, when they 
ruſhed onwards (encreaſing in their numbers like 
a rolling ſnow- ball) to the new- built elegant 
houſe of Benjamin Hallowell, jun. Eſq; the en- 
tire furniture of which they totally deſtroyed, took 
his money, and by the wines, &c. in his cel- 
lars, drank themſelves to a madning pitch of fury; 
for, about ten o'clock, they attacked the houſe of 
the lieut. governor, which in a few hours they en- 
tirely ſtript of all its furniture, nay, even the 


wainſcot; all his plate, apparel, books, papers, 
| records of the province, &c. were deſtroyed and 


ſtolen, to the value of near 25001. near 
being in caſh ; and then they diſperſed, 

Thus it may be ſeen what evil conſequences 
arofe from the firlt ſteps of tumult, ſince ruffians 
will at length proceed to the moſt violent outrages, 
thinking to have them blended with the more 
regular efforts of zeal. 

The next morning was the time for holding the 
aſſize and the ſupreme court of judicature, when 
the chief juſtice was obliged to attend in his only 
ſait, while the gentlemen of the bench and bar 
were in their reſpective robes ; a very affecting 
fight. And the chief inhabitants were very ftre- 
nuous to diſtinguiſh that tumultuous and out- 
„ rageous behaviour, from a truly noble oppo- 
« ſition to the impoſition of internal taxes, with- 
e out the intervention of the reſpective legiſlatures 
« of the colonies.” The peace and good order 
military 
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committed to goal, on ſuſpicion of being con- 
cerned in the late riots. | 
On the;21 of Auguſt, the ftamp-maſter, and 
another perſon, were burnt in effigy at Norwich. 
On the 10th of September, the ſtampt papers, 
for the uſe of New England, arrived at Boſton, 
and the governor, very prudently, with the ad- 
vice of the council, lodged them in the caſtle, 
whereby freſh tumults were prevented, as the po- 
pulace determined to make a bonkre of them ; 
and ſome of them were not a little chagrined at 
their going to the caſtle. Mr. Meſſerve, the 
ſtamp-offcer for |, was ſurrounded by a- 
boye three hundred perſous (ſeveral of whom 
were men of property) and obliged to engage not 
to act in his office, nor iſſue any — even in the 
province to which he was on 10 4 0 . 
If the ſtamp- act was behel in ſo diſagreeable 
a light by the North Americans, how much more 
did they execrate the miniſtry, whom they ſup- 
"XX poſed to be the means and promoters of their 
15 grievances? They loaded their names with the 
maoſt approbrious invectives, and in nine ſeveral 
pProvinces burnt them in efigy, as well as the 
_=X ſtamp diſtributors; but their joy was exceſſive at 
XX Boſton, where the ſame ſhip which brought the 
" XxX fo much deteſted ſtamps, brou ght them alſo the 
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ue * morning the day was uſhered in by the- ringing 
* of the bells at Boſton and the neighbouring towns; 
9 at noon a royal ſalute was given from. the batteries, 
l- and the evening concluded with bonfires, illumina- 
* tions, fireworks, and the utmoſt expreſſions of joy 
of and feſtivity. Even tributes of joyful tears were not 
N- wanting to denote how agreeable that change was 
the to them. gi | 
TS» It is worthy of remark, that the outrages on the 
nd 26th inſtant, were not only diſavowed - the re- 
ol. = patable part of the inhabitants, but, on a ſhort 
notice, they met at Phannel-hall in very great 
Ces numbers, and teſtified their utter deteſtation of the 
ans extraordinary and violent proceedings of the un- 
294 known perſons, the preceding night; and they 


unanimoufly voted That the ſelect men, and 
“ magiſtrates of the town, be deſired to uſe their 
l utmoſt endeavours, agreeable to law, to ſuppreſs 
* ſuch diforders for the future ; and that the free- 
* halders, and other inhabitants, will do every 
thing in their power to aſſiſt them therein.” The 
ext day a proclamation was publiſhed by the 
povernor, offering a reward of zoo l. for the diſ- 
overy of any of the ringleaders, and 1901. for 
pot the other perſons concerned in that riot. 

he governor's meſſage to the council and aſ- 
mbly concerning the diſpoſition of the ſtampt 
paper, on its arrival, with the aſſembly's anſwer, 
vere as follow, 9 


5) 
were apprehended and. 


| Gentlemen of the Council and Gentlemen of the Houſe 
of Re e/entatives, | 
% A-ſhipis arrived in the harbour with ſtamped 
papers on board for the king's uſe in this province, 
and alſo with other ſtamped papers for the like uſe 
for the province of New Hampſhire and colony of 
Rhode Iſland; as Mr. Oliver has declined the 
office of diſtributer of ſtamped papers, and cannot 
ſafely meddle with what are arrived,gthe care of 
them devolves to this government, as having a ge- 
neral charge of the king's intereſt within it, I 
have already laid this matter before the council, and 
they refer ĩt to a general court; I therefore now ap- 
ply to you jointly to defire your advice and aſ- 
ſiſtance, in order to preſerve the ſtamped papers 
deſigned for this government, being the king's 
property, of very conſiderable value, ſafe and ſe- 
cure for his majeſty's further orders. I muſt alſo 
defire you at the fame time to conſider of the like 
preſervative of the ſtamped papers deſigned for 
New Hampſhire and Rhode Iſland, if the diſtri- 
butors appointed for thoſe governments ſhould de- 
cline to have the charge of them, and in ſuch 
caſe the care of them will devolve to this govern- 
ment, equally with others.” 


—_—_— 


| May it pleaſe your Excellency, | | 
„ The houſe having given all due attention to 


news of the change, of the miniſtry, The next | your excellency's meſſage of this day, beg leave to 


acquaint your excellency, that the ſtamped papers 
out any directions to this government: it is the 


quence for them any ways to intereſt themſelves 
in this matter; we hope therefore your excellency 
will excuſe us, if we cannot ſee our way clear e- 
nough to give you any advice or aſſiſtance herein.“ 


The proſecution of the affairs of New England, 
to the beginnipg of September, hath cauſed an 
omiſſion in point of time, of the proceedings of 
other colonies. But ro return, 


had been previouſly concerted, the commotions 
throughout the provinces all happened within a 
few days of each other) about nine o'cleck in the 
morning, the people of Newport, in Rhode Iſland, 
brought f.rth the effigies of three perſons, in a 
cart, with halters about their necks, to a gallows, 
twenty feet high, placed near the Town-houle, 
where they were hung to public view till near 
night, when they were cut down, and burnt un- 
der the gallows, amidſt the acclamations of thou- 
ſands. La, | "7+ 
The next evening they aſſembled again, and 
beſet the houſe of Martin Howard, jun. Eſq; the 
furniture, &c, thereof they burnt and deſtroyed, 


as they did next that of Dr. Thomas Moffat, 1:av- 


mentioned in your meſſage are brought here with - 


ſenſe of the houſe, that it may prove of ill conſe- 


On Tueſday the 27th of Auguſt (for, as if it 


_ 
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ing the houſes mere ſhells. They then proceeded 
towards the houſe of Auguſtus Johnſton, Eſq; who 
had been appointed ſtamp- maſter for Rhode-Iſland, 
but were met and parl with by a gentleman, 
who, telling them the houſe was not 
ſton's property, they deſiſted from any farther at- 


tempts, but infiſted that Mr. Johnſton's effects 


ſhould be delivered to them next day, unleſs he 
would reſign his place, which he did on his com- 
ing to town next day, in the following terms; 
and then they diſperſed. 


Po the Inhabitants of the Tun of Newport. 
Gentlemen, 

As find my being appointed the ſtamp. offi- 
cer of this colony has irritated the people of this 
town againſt me, though the office was beſtowed 
on me unaſked and unthought of; and being wil- 
ling, as far as it is in my power, to reſtore tran- 
quility to the town, do engage, upon my honour, 
* I will not : ccept of the ſaid office, upon any 
terms, unleſs I have your conſent for the ſame. 


| — ?9) AUGUSTINE JOHNSTON. 


On theſe outrages Mr. Howard and Mr, Moffat, 
finding the reſentment of the 1 was very high 
nca'nſt them, and fearing their perſons would not 
be ſafe in Newpcrt, took ſhelter in the Signet 


man of war, and ſoon after departed for Great 


Britain. | 

On the 10th of September, the afſembly of Phi- 
ladelphia, having appointed a committee to at- 
tend at the general congreſs at New York, a letter 
from the ſpeaker of the Maſſachuſet's aſſembly 
was read, and the houſe came to the following re- 
ſolutions on the queſtions. 

Firſt, Whether the houſe are of apinion that, in 
duty to their conſtituents, they ought to remon- 
ſtrate to the crown againſt the ſtamp act, and other 
late acts of parliament, by which heavy burdens 
have been laid on the colonies. 

Reſolved in the affirmative, N. C. D. 

Secondly, Whether this houſe will appoint 4 
committee of three, or more of their members, to 
attend the congreſs propoſed in the foregoing let- 
ter, to be held at New York 'on the firſt of 
next, for the purpoſes therein mentianed. 
| Reſolved in the affirmative: 
About this time alſo the following advertiſement 


r. John- | 


[ will pay no tar whatever, but what is laid upon 

me by my repreſentatives. I am, gentlemen, © / 

| Your humble ſervant, - 
| BENJAMIN WELSH. 


It is not to be wondered at that the Americans 
ſhould be very dilgent in wanting to be informed 
how their oppoſition was looked upon in the mo- 
ther country ; they ſaw in the Engliſh papers that 
their conduct was ſeverely cenſured by fome peo. 
ple; they endeavoured, by letters to perſons of 
eminence here, to account for their ud ; they 
declared, that the colonies were not unwilling to 
pay their proportion towards relieving the * 
from the heavy burthen of debt it now groans un- 
der 3 but what occaſioned the yneafineſs 
and commotions was, rt, That they were taxed 
without ever being repreſented, or heard againſt itz 
which they held to be an infringement of the 
rights and privileges, which 


they have ever been 
intitled to, and enjoyed, by their royal charters, If 
the government of Great 


2 _ 15 fixed on any 
ticular „to be yearly pai each colony, 
— left the raiſing of that An to cir ſeveral 
ſemblies, it would have been thearfully | lied 
with; and as the aſſemblies knew the inter · 
nal ſtate of tho colonies, it would have been raiſed 
by the leaſt burthenſome ways, and not have cauſed 
a ſingle murmur, Whereas now, 2dly, As all the 
monies raiſed by this tax is to be remicted to Eng- 
land, to the king's exchequer, in fpetie, and not 
by Bills of exchange, or any other remittance ; it 
was therefore impg/ible for the 'colonies to raiſe 
one fourth part of ſo much ſpecie as their tax 
would amoant to, as, from al! their trade, they do 
not import it. Were the remittances to be made 
in bills of exchange, they might poſſibly make 
them. And, zdly, That if any offence is com- 
mitted againſt the act, the offender, if the profecu- 
tor chuſes it, is to be tried by a court of admiralty; 
which (ſay they) is ſo t a ftride to arbitrary 
power, and fo great a violationand infringement of 
Engliſh liberty, that no Engliſhman can ramely ſub- 
mit to. Why (they add) ſhould the king's Ameri- 
can ſubjects be — — of the liberty of being 
tried civil authority, and twelve jury-men, 
more than in England ? Should an attempt be 
made of this kind in England, every Engliſhman, 
who has the leaſt ſenſe of his right of liberty, 

they in 


appeared in the New York Gaxette. would riſe in jon,” Thus argued 
a | their own defence ; but perhaps they do not think 
To Meß. Gruen and Rind. that, by every exciſe-law, Engliſhmen are deprive- 
Gentlemen, --  -- - 1 1 6d of that right, and have fubmitted, year after 
I am informed that the ſtamp-law takes place 


the firſt day of November next; I therefore here- 
by give notice to all officers whatſoever that may 
be appointed by virtue of that moſt grievous and 
unconſtitutional act (to prevent them trouble) that 


— 4 


year, to new additions to thar deprivation. But 
to proceed in our hiſtory. on WO. 0 

While the colonies ſhewed the ſtrongeſt marks of 
diſlike to thoſe whom they ſappoſed to be the pro- 


moters of the ſtamp-aR, they were as ſtrong in 
: | II 


J é—ͤfk—k... % XK. ] w- . Ü — rude. re 


(49%); | 
their markes of approbation of thoſe who had op- J but my duty to the province, my love to it, m 
poſed its paſſing: for on the 18th of September, at a | concern for it, oblige me to be plain and explici 


meeting of the freebolders and inhabitants of Boſ- | upon this occaſion. And I hope no advocate to- 
ton, a committee of ſeven gentlemen was choſen | liberty will violate that eſſential conſtitutional 


x « to draw up and tranſmit to Mr. Secretary Con- | right, freedom of ſpeech in the General Aſſembly. 
Ng way and Colonel Iſaac Barre, ſeveral addreſſes of | « As I defire not to diate to you, and would 
ed thanks for their patriotic ſpeeches in parliament, | avoid all appearance of it, I ſhall reſolve what I 
10. in favour of the rights and privileges of the Colo- | have to recommend to yourconſideration into mere 


mts; and to dere co:rect copies thereof to be 


| 


queſtions, and avoid affertions of my own in mat- 


'0- 3 placed among their moſt precious archives.” And | ters which are doubtfu!. I ſhall not enter into any 
of they voted the pictures of thoſe Gentlemen to be | diſquifition of the policy of the act: it has never 
ey placed in their 'Town-halk been a part of my bulineſs to enter into any judge 


ment of it; and as I have not hitherto ha 


to On Saturday Sept. 21, there was publiſhed a any 
on new news-peper.in America, under the following {| opportunity to expreſs any ſentiments of it, I ſhall 
n- title, * The CoxsTITUTION AL CounraxT, con- | not do it now; I have only to ſay, that it is an 
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„ taining matters intereſting to Liberty, and no 


« ways repugnant to Loyaity :” It had an emble- 
matical head- piece, of a ſnake cut into ſeveral 


pieces, on each of which were the initial letters 


X of the names of the ſeveral colonies, and over it, 


% ſoix or DIE” in large letters, and the imprint 
was, Printed by Andrew Marvel, at the ſign of 


4 4 | the Bribe refuſed, on Conftitution-hill, North Ame- 
= rica.” 2 $7 
V The 25th of Sept. the General Aſſembly of the 
province at Maſſachuſet's Bay, in New England, | 


met at Boſton, when his Excellency Francis Ber- 


nard, Eſq; Governor of the ſaid province, made 


the following ſpeech to them. 


Gentlemen of the Council) and, 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 

5 T have called you together at this unuſual time, 
in purſuance of 5 be advice of a very 
full Council, that you may take into conſideration 
the preſent ſtate of the Province. and determine 
what is to be done at this difficult and dangerous 


conjuncture. I] need not recount to you the vio- 


lences which have been committed in this town, 


hor the declarations which have been made and ſtiil 
ſabfiſt, that the AA of Parliament for granting 
flamp- duties in the Britiſh colonies ſhall not be exe- | 
cuted within this province. The ordinary execu- | 


tive authority of this government is much too weak 
to contradict ſuch declarations, or oppoſe the force 
by which they are ſupported: It has therefore 
been found neceſſary to call the whole legiſlative 
power in aid of the executive government. From 
this time this arduous buſineſs will be put into 


your hands, and it will become a provincial ' 


concern. 

Upon this occaſion it is my duty to ftate to 
you what will probably be the conſequences, if yo 
ſhould ſuffer a confirmed diſobedience of this act of 


gerous it is to ſpeak out at this time, and u 
this ſubject: but my ſtation will not „ 


neral 


gurt; not only my du 


parliament to take place, I am ſenſible how dan- 


be awed or reſtrained in what I have to ſay to the 
10 the King, 


—_—— 


act of the parliament ut Great Britain, and as ſuch 
ought to be obeyed by the ſubjects of Great Bri- 
tain. And I truſt that the ſupremacy of that par- 
liament, over all the members of their wide and 
diffuſed empire, never was, and never will. be 
denied within theſe walls. 

« The Right of the parliament of Great Britain 
to make laws for the American colonies, however 
it has been controverted in America, remains in- 
diſputable at Weſtminſter. If it iz yet to be made 
a queſtion, who ſhall determine it but the parlia- 
ment ? If the parliament declares that this right is 
inherent in them, are they like to acquieſce in an 
_ and forcible oppoſition to the exerciſe of it? 

ill they not more probably maintain ſuch right, 
and ſupport their own authority ? Is it in the will 
or in the power, or fcr the intereſt of this pro- 
vince to oppoſe ſuch authority ? If ſuch oppoſition 
ſhould be made, may it not bring on a conteſt, 
which may prove the moſt detrimental and rujnous 
event which could happen to this people ? 

It is faid, that the gentlemen who oppoſed 
this act in the Houſe of Commons, did not diſpute 
the authority of Parliament to make ſuch a law, 
but argued upon the inexpediency ot it at this time, 
and the inability of rhe colonies to bear ſuch an 
impoſition. . Theſe are two diftin&t queſtions, 
which may receive different anſwers. The power 
of the Parliament to tax the colonies may be ad- 
mitted, and yet the expediency of exerciſing that 

er at ſuch a time, and in ſuch a manner, may 
be denied. But if the queſtions are blended toge- 
ther, ſo as to admit of but one anſwer, the affir- 
mative of the right of Parliament will conclude 
for the iency of the act. Conſider therefore, 
1 if you found your application ſor re- 
ief upon denying the Parliament's ris ht to make 
ſuch a law, whetaer you will not take from your 
friends and advacates the uſe of thoſe arguments, 
_ are moſt like to procure the relief you de- 

«© You, Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſen- 
tatives, have propoſed a congreſs of committees 
from the repreſentatives of ſeveral. colonies, to com 
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der of a general, united, dutiful, loyal and bum- 
ble repreſentation which you have propoſed ? Wil! 
the denying the power and authority-of the King 
and Parliament, be the proper means to obtain 
their favour ? If the Parliament ſhould be diſpoſed 
to repeal this act, will they probably do it whilſt 
there ſubſiſts a forcible oppolition to the execution 
of it? Is it not more probable, that they will re- 
quire a ſubm'flion to their authority as a prelimi- 
vary to their granting you any relief? Conſider 
then, whether the oppoſition to the execution of 
the act has not a direct tendency to defeat the 
meaſures you have taken to procure a repeal of it, 
if you do not interpole to prevent it. 

«« By this act, all papers which are not duly 
ſtamped are to be null and void; and all perſons 
whb ſhall ſign, engroſs, or write any ſuch papers, 
will torfeit, for each fact, ten pounds. [f there- 
fore ſtamps are not to be uſed, all public offices 
muſt be thut up: for it cannot be expected, than 
any officer ſhould incur penalties much beyond all 
he is worth, for the ſake of doing what muſt be 
null and void when it is done* I would therefore 
deſire you to conſider what effects the ſtopping 
two kinds of offices only, the Courts of Juſtice and 
the Cuſtom-houſes, will have upon the generality 
of the people. When the Courts of Juſtice are ſhut 
up, no one will be able to ſue for a debt due to 
bim. Muſt not then all credit and mutual faith 
ceaſe of courſe, and fraud and rapine take their 
place ? Will any one's perſon or property be ſafe, 
when their ſole protector, the law, is debaſed to 
at? Muſt not the hand of violence be then let 
looſe, and force of arms become the only govern- 
ing power? It is eaſy to form an adequate idea 
ot a ſtate of general outlawry ? And may not the 
realit —_— the worſt idea you can form of it? 

If trade and navigation ſhall ceaſe by the 
ſhutting up the ports of this province for want of 
legal clearances; are you ſure that all other ports 
whicn can rival theſe will be ſhut up alſo? Can 


the ſtopping of it? It is certain thet this province 
has a ſtock of proviſions within itſelf ſufficient for 
all its inhabitants, without the uſual imports? II 


| there ſhould be a ſufficiency in general, can it be 
| diſtributed among all the individuals without great 
violence and confuſion ? In ſhort, can this pro- 


trade and navigation, at a time when the buſineſs 

of the year is to be wound up, and the ſevere ſea- 

ſon is haſtily approaching? Theſe are ſerious and 

alarming queſtions, which deſerve a cool and diſ- 
aſſionate conſideration. 

*« I would ne aggravate the dangers 
which are before you : 1 do not thiuk it very eaſy 
to do it: This province ſeems to me to be upon 
the brink of a precipice ; and that it depends upon 
you to prevent its falling. Poſſibly I may fear 
more for you than you do for yourſelves ; but in 
the ſituation you now ſtand, afight of your danger 
is neceſſary to your preſervation ! and it is my bu- 
ſineſs to open it to you. But I do not pretend to 
enumerate all the evils which may poſſibly happen; 
ſeveral, and ſome of no little importance, will 
occur to you though they have been omitted by 
me. Ina word, gentlemen, never were your judg- 
ment and prudence ſo put to a trial, as they are 
like to be upon the . 5 occaſion. 

J am aware that endeavours have been or may 
be uſed, to leſſen my credit with you, which 4 
have hitherto always ſtudied to improve to the ad- 
vantage of the province. Violences. ſeldom come. 
alone: The ſame ſpirit which pulls down houſes 
attacks reputations, The beſt men in the province 

have been much injured in this way; I myſelf 
have not eſcaped this malignity. But I ſhall not 
lower myſelf ſo as to anſwer ſuch accuſers ; To 
you I ſhall always owe ſuch explanations as ſhall 
be neceſſary to the improvement of a good under» 
| ſtanding between us. However, I will take this 
opportunity to declare publicly, that ever ſince 1 
have ſat in this chair, I have been conſtantly at- 


_ 7 


1 


you depend upon recovering your trade again en- | tentive to the true intereſts of this province accord - 


tire and undiminiſhed, when you ſhall be pleaſed 
to reſume it? Can the people of tkis province ſub- 
ſiſt without navigation for any long time? What 
will become of the ſeamen who will be put out of 
employment? What will become of the tradeſ- 
man who immediately depend upon the naviga- 
tion for their daily bread ? Will theſe people en- 
dure want quietly without troubling their neigh- 
bours ? What will become of the numberleſs fa- 
milies whics depend upon fiſhery? Will they be 
able to turn the produce of their year's work into 
the neceſſaries 5 life without navigation? Are 
tacre not numberleſs other families who do not 
appear immediately concerned in trade, and yet 
ultimately depend upon it? Do you think it poſſi- 
ble to provide fot che infinite chain of the depen- 
dants upon trade, who will be brought to want by 


„„ ee : 


ET I RE 


ing to the beſt of my underſtanding, and have en» 
deavoured to promote them by all means in my 


— 


| moſt in my heart: and I believe no man feels 
more for them than I do at this preſent time. | 


| Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſentatives. | 
I muſt recommend you to do an act of juſtice, 
which at the ſame time will reflect credit upon 
yourſelves; 1 mean to order a compenſation to be 
made to the ſufferers by the late dreadful diſtur- 
bances. Their loſles are too great for them to fit 
down with; one of them amounts to a very lar 
ſum. You muſt be ſenſible that it will be expected 
that theſe damages be made good ; and it will be 
better for you to do it of your own accord be- 
fore any xequiſition is made to you, An eſtimate 


vince bear a ceſſation of law and juſtice, and of 9 


power. The welfare of this people is ſtill upper- 


a_—_ ww. M a. «a ni JH» Hows * 
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received information that Mr. Ingerſoll was to be 

in town the next day, to apply to the aſſemhly for 
protection; but leſt he ſhould come in the night, 
to ſhun them, they kept a patrole in the ſtreets 
all hat night to prevent his coming unnoticed ; 
but he not arriving the-next morning, the whole 
body ſet off, and in about an hour met Mr. In- 

oll at the lower end of Wethersfield, and told 
im their buſineſs, when after many evaſions and 
debates he read his reſignation to the multitude, 
who defired him to cry out Liberty and Property 
three times, which he did ; and they returned three 
loud huzzas. Mr. Ingerſoll then went and dined 
at the tavern with many of the company, and a 


( 
theſe damages is made by a committee of the 
— ers order, which will be laid be- 
fore you. Nen FILES 
4 Gentlemen, 8 N 
« T am ſenſible of the difficulty of the part you 
have to act; it may not be ſufficient for you to be 
eonvinced of a ſubmiſſion to the law for the pre- 
ſent, unleſs the ſame conviction ſhall be extended 
to the people in general. If this ſhould be fo, I 
can only deſire you to uſe all means to make your- 
ſelves well acquainted with the exigercy of the 
ſent time ; .and if you ſhall be perſuaded that 
a diſobedience of the act is productive of much 
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15 more evil than a ſubmiſſion to it can be, you muſt | party of about five hundred eſcorted him to Hart- 
y 2 endeavour to convince your conſtituents of the truth | ford, where he again publicly read his reſignation, 
FF of ſuch perſuaſion. In ſuch caſe I ſhall readily .| which they again applauded with three huzzas, 
"= t you a receſs for a ſufhcient time; and I ſhall | and then they all diſperſed without any Diſtur- 
W — to concur with you in all other legal | bance. His reſignation was as follows. | 
iN XxX meaſures to provide for the ſafety of the people in | 

er 3 

che beſt manner. Wethersfield, Sept. 19, 1765. 

4 4 Council-Chamber. FRA. BERNARD. I do hereby promiſe, that I will never receive 
\, 25. Sept. 1765. | any ſtamped papers, which may arrive from Eu- 
1 ® ; a 4 55 - rope, in conſequence of an a& lately paſſed in the 
| I The houſe of Repreſentatives immediately ap- | parliament of Great Britain, nor officiate in any 
1 pointed a committee to prepare an addreſs in an- manner as ſtamp- maſter, or diſtributor of ſtamps, 
A wer to his Excellency's ſpeech, and the draught | within this colony of Connecticut, either directly 


was to have been the 28th ; but on the 
preceeding day, both the houſes of aſſembly re- 
ceived the aſtoniſhing, ſudden and unexpected 
meſſage to adjourn to the 23d of October. 
The 26th of Sept. the hon. Thomas Finch, Eſq; 
Governor of Connecticut, iſſued a proclamation, 
requiring all officers, civil and military, to uſe 
their utmoſt endeavours for preventing and ſup- 
preſſing all riots and tumultuous aſſemblies :* but 
ſo great was the dread of the peoples reſentment, 
that Wm. Storey, Eſq; reſigned his office of De- 
puty-regiſter of the court of Vice-Admiralty; as 
me. days before, Wm. Cox, Eſq; had reſigned 
his office as Stamp-maſter for New - Jerſey. 
About the ſame time, fourteen boxes more of 
ſtampt paper arrived at Boſton for the uſe of that 
rovince; and of New Hampſhire and Rhode 
and; but the ſhips that brought them were o- 
bliged to be guarded in by a man of war ſloop and a 
cutter, and brought too under the protection of 
the guns of the caſtle. A * G as: hs 
Ihe inhabitants of Connecticut not being fully 
ſatisfied wich the firſt declaration of Mr. Ingerſoll, | 
a great number of the inhabitants from the eaſtern - 
. of the province came on horſeback to Hart- 
ord on the 18th of September, and declared they 
were on their way to Newhaven, to demand of Mr. 
Ingerſoll a total reſignation of his office, as were 


roads, who were all to rendezvous at Brentſord 
the next day ; they then ſeparated te get lodgings 


alio a number of their / companions. on the lower 


or indirectly. And I do hereby notify to all the in- 


| habitants of his Majeſty's colony of Connecticut. 


(notwithſtanding the ſaid office or truſt has been 
committed to me) not to apply to me, ever after, 
for any ſuch ſtamped papers, hereby declaring, 
that I do reſign the ſaid office, and execute theſe 


| preſents of my own free wilt and accord, without 


any equivocation, or mental reſervation. 
In witneſs whereof I have hereunto ſet my hand. 
* I. INGERSOLL. 


In Philadelphia, the houſe of aſſembly met on the 
21ſt of Sept. and came to the following reſolutions. 
The Houſe taking into conſideration, that an. 
Act of Parliament has lately paſſed in England, 
for impoſing certain ſtamp duties, and ther duties 
on his Majeſty's ſubjects in America, whereby 
they conceive ſome of their moſt eſſential and va- 
luable rights, as Br.tiſh ſubjects, to be deeply af- 
fected, think it a duty they owe to themſelves, and 
their poſterity, to come to the following reſolu- 
tiens, vis. | 
Reſolved, N. C. D. That the aſſemblies of this 
Province have, from time to time, whenever re- 
quiſitions have been made by his Majeſty, for car- 
ying on military operations for the defence of 
merica, moſt chearfully and liberally contributed 
their full proportion of men and money for thoſe 
ſerrices. une bn 726 4 
Reſolved, N. C. D. That whenever his Majeſty's 
ſervice ſhall, for the future, require the aids of the 


in Hartford for that night. 


ol 


In the evening they inhabitants of this Province, and they cel be 
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[ rights, which; as Engliſhmen, they have | poſſeſſed 


Aulled upon for that in a CONTUTOT . 
Q#AL WAY. it will be their indiſpenſable duty 
moſt chearfully and liberally to grant to his Ma- 


zeſty their proportion of men and money, for the 
defence, ſecurity, and other public ſervices of the 


Britiſh American colonies. 1 296 50 
Refolved, N. C. D. That the inhabitants of 
this Province are intitled to all the rights and 
privileges of his Majelly's ſubjects in Great Bri- 
tain, or elſewhere; and that the canſtitution of 
government in this Province is founded on the na- 
tural rights of mankind, and the noble principles 
of Kngliſh liberty, and therefore is, or ought to 
be, perfectly free. | 

Reſolved,” N. C. D. That it is the inherent 
birth - right, and indubitable privilege of every 


ever ſince this province was ſettled, and to tranſ- 
mit them to their lateſt poſterity.” IP 540! 


ſented to the governor of Ma 


To his Excellency Hon aT10 SAA, Ii; Gowers 
nor and commander in chief in and over the pro- 
wince of Maryland. + 1 1 

The humble Addreſs of the Houſe of Delegates, 
May it pleaſe your Excelle | 


je&s, the delegates of the freemen of the province 
of Maryland, in aſſembly convened, return your 
excellency our thanks for your ſpeech at the open · 


Britiſh ſubjeR, to be taxed only by his own can- | ing of this ſeſſion 3 and beg leave to aſſure yon. 


ſent, or that of his legal repreſentatives, in con- 
junction with his Majeſty, or his ſubſtitutes, _ 
Reſolved, N. C. D. That the only legal repre- 
ſentatives of the inhabitants of this province, are 
the perſons they annually elect to ſerve as Mem- 
bers of Afewbly, ch 
Reſolved therefore, N. C. D. That the taxa- 
tion of the people of this Province by any other 
perſons whatſoever, than ſuch their repreſenta- 
tives in Aſſembly, is UNCONSTITUTIONAL, and 
ſubverſive of their moſt valuable rights. 
Reſolved, N. C. D. That the laying taxes upon 
the inhabitants of this Province iz any other manner, 
being manifeſtly ſubverſive of public liberty, muſt, 
of neceſſary conſequence, be utterly deſtructive of 
pablic happineſs. = 44. 1 
Reſolved, N. C. D. That the veſting an autho- | 
rity in the courts of admiralty to in ſuits 
relating to the ſtamp duties, and other matters, 
foreign to their proper juriſdiction, is highly dan- 
gerous to the hberties of his majeſty's American 
ſubje&s, contrary to Magna Charta, the great char- 
ter and fountain of Engliſh liberty, and deſtruo- 
nave of one of their moſt darling and acknonvledged 
rights, that of TRIALS BY JURIES, | 
Reſolved, N. C. D. That it is the opinion of 


this houſe, that the reſtrajnts impoſed. by ſeveral | county courts, 


ads of parhament on the trade of this province, at 
a time when the people labour under an enormous 


| lonies will be abri 


that the opportunity your excellency has now af - 
forded us, of promoting the true intereſt of our 
country, 1s extremely a a 571142 

As we have thought it our indiſpenfible duty to 
aur conſtituents, at this time to appoint a committee 
of ſome of our members, to join commutees from 
the houſe of repreſentatives of theother colonies on 


York, on the firſt Tueſday in October next, in or- 
der to join in a general and united dutiful. loyal 
and humble repreſentation to his majeſty, and the 
| Britiſh parliament, of the circumſtances and con- 
dition of the Britiſh culonics and plantations, and 
to implore relief againſt ſome acta of parliaments, 
we are. informed have lately paſſ?2d in England, 
whereby it is apprehended the liberty of the co- 

idged, which, -with the 
matters neceffarily relative to, and dependant upon 
it, (wherein we have met with ſome very unex- 


tion, that we have not yet even ſettled any of our 
ardinary rules for proceeding, we cannot doubt 
— ſhall — 8 in 
| anſwering your excellency's. ; and having 
now — completed that affair, and as the 
next month will be chiefly taken up in adjourned 
by which means ſeveral of our mem-. 
bers muſt betaken from the buſineſs of the. houſe; 
or great numbers ſuffer much by their ſuits conti- 


load of debt, muſt of neceſſity be attended with the f nuing open at this time, we hope your excellency 


moſt faral conſequences, not only ta this province, 
but to the trade of our mother country. | 
Reſolved, N. C. D, That: this houſe think it 
_ duty 2 firmly to — keg wer vm | 
cency, their inherent rights, eir i 
rere 
conſent. and acquieſcence, that any taxes ſhould 


finiſhed, give us a. ſhort 
that thoſe. inconveniences may be removed, when 


tant buſineſs is 
of a few weeks, 


will, as ſoon as the preſent i 


we ſhall be very glad to have an opportunity of pro- 
ceedingtothe diſpatch of theincereiting matters your 
excellency has been pleaſed to. recommend to us, 
and to concur with the other branches of the le- 


be levied on, them by any perſans but their -own | giſlature, in every meaſure tending to produce the 


repreſentatives; and are deſirous that theſe their | 


refoives ſhould remain on their minutes, as a teſ- | 
timony of the zeal and ardent dere, of tho pre- 


welfare of our country, which we are much 
pleaſed to be aſſured by your excellency, you alſo 
conſider as your own.” | | 


tent hauſe of aſſembly to.preſerve: their inefimable | 


w_— 


Sept. 24, 1766. Renzer Laovn, Speaker 
© 


The ſame day, the following addreſs was pre- 
Maryland . 


« We, his majeity's moſt dutiful and loyal fub+ 


was wine #4 & wa = edel =O) 


| the continent, who are to meet at the cityiof New 


pected delays) has fo wholly- engroſſed our atten- 


| 
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| Charter, granted by his majeſty 


{ 11 


To which he returned — err Anſwer, on 
| p | . pt. 28. 5 | 
Gentlemen of the Lower Houſe of Aſſembly. 

* As I perceive by your addreſs, which hath 
been juſt preſented to me, that you are deſirous to 
have a ſhort receſs of a few weeks, I ſhall com- 
ply with your requeſt ; but it being probable that 
the ſtampod paper deſtined for this province, in 
uence of the act of parliament that was 
made laſt ſeſſion, by the legiſlature of Great Bri- 
tain, will arrive moe pr I ſhall _ an _ 
tunity of advi ou again, at t 
maſter of the par who — charge thereof, 
will defire me to give orders for its being landed, 
and lodged in a place of ſecurity, eſpecially as the 
rſon appointed to diſtribute the ſtamps here, 
» I underſtand; left the ince, I ſhould be 
lad to know how you would adviſe me to act on 
lach an occaſion. | 


Sept. 28. HORATIO SHARPE. 


And the houſe then came to the following reſolu- 
tions, which they ordered to be printed, 
By the Lower Heufſe of Aſembly. 

: ; . dept. 28, 1765. 
Ordered, That Mr. Jonas Green, printer, do 
bliſh in the Maryland Gazette, next week, the 

Ellosis g reſalves of this houſe. 

Signed per order. 
+ M. MAacxtemara. CL Lo. Ho. 
I. Reſolved unanimouſly, That the firſt adven- 
turers. and ſettlers of this province of Maryland 
brought with them, and. tranſmitted to their po- 
fterity, and all other his majeſty's ſubjects ſince in- 
—_— in this province, all the liberties, privi- 
leges, franchiſes, and immunities, that at any time 
have been held, enjoyed and poſſeſſed, by the peo- 
ple of Great Britain. | 
II. Reſolved unanimouſly, That it was 
by Magna Charta, and other the good laws and 
ſtatutes of England, and confirmed by the petition 
and Ball of rights, that the ſubject thould not be 
to contribute to any tax, tallage, aid, or 
other like charge, not ſet by common. conſent of 


parkament. | 

Ul. Reſolved unanimouſly, That by a royal 
king Charles I. in 
the eighth year of bis reign, and in the year of our 
Lord 1632, to Czcilius, then lord Baltimore,, 
it was, for the encouragement of to tranſ- 
port themſelves and families into this province, 
onnege other things, covenanted and. granted by 


20 followeth: | 
[Here is recited {ſuch parts of their charter as 
may be ſeen in the 10th and 20th clauſes of the 
Maryland charter.) After which they proceeded thus: 

IV. Reſolved that it is the unanimous opinion 
of this houſe, Chat the ſaid charter is declaratory 


ſaid majeſty, for himſclf, his heirs, and ſucceſſors, 


of the eonſtitutional rights and privileges of the 


freemen of this province. 

V. Reſolved unanimouſly, That trials by juries 
is the bulwark of liberty, the undoubted 
birthright of every Engliſhman, and conſequently 
of every Britiſh ſubje& in America : And that the 
execting other juriſdictions for the trial of matters 
of fact, is unconſtitutional, and renders the ſubject 
inſecure in his liberty and property. | | 
VI. Reſolved, That it is the unanimous opinion 
of this houſe, That it cannot with any truth or 
propriety be ſaid, That the freemen of this pro- 
vince of Maryland are repreſented in the Britiſh 

rliament. * 

VII. Reſolved unanimouſly, That his majeſty's 
liege people of this ancient province, have always 
enjoyed the right of being governed by laws, to 
which they themſelves have conſented, in the ar- 
ticle oſ taxes, and internal policy; and that the 
ſame hath never been forfeited, ot any other way 

ielded up; but hath been conſtantly recognized 
the king and people of Great Britain. X 


VII. Reſolved, That it is the unanimous opi- 


nion of this houſe, that the repreſentatives of the 
freemen of this province, in their legiſlative capa- 
city, together with the other part of the legiſlature, 
have the ſole right to lay taxes and impoſitions on 
the inhabitants of this province, 'or their property 
and effects: And that the laying, impoſing, levy- 
ing or collecting, any tax on or from the inhabi- 
tants of Maryland, under colour of any other au- 
thority, 1s unconſtitutional, and a direct violation 
of the rights of the freemen of this province. 


On the 5th of October the ſtamps arrived at 
Philadelphia, the ſliip which brought them having 
lain ſome time at Newcaltle upon | mens under 
protection of a man of war. When the — firſt 

peared round Glouceſter- point, all the veſſels in 

harbour hoiſted their colours halt-ſtaff high, 

the bells were muffled, and continued to toll till 
evening, and every countenance added to the ap- 
pearance of fincere mourning. At four in the af - 
ternoon, ſeveral thouſands of citizens met at the 
State-houſe, to conſult on proper meaſures to 
prevent the execution of the ſtamp-act. It was 
| agreed to ſend a deputation of ſeven perſons 
to Mr. Hughes, the ſtamp-maſter for that province, 
(who was then ſick in bed) to requeſt he would re- 
ſign his office. He readily declared, that no a& of 
his ſhould aſſiſt the carrying of that law into exe- 
cation, till it was generally complied with in the 
other colonies, but refuſed to ſign any reſignation. 
When this report was made by the deputies to the 
State-honſe, the ctuzens were enraged to that de- 
gree, that it is hard to ſay to what lengths their 
tury would have carried them, had not the depu- 
ties repreſented Mr. Hughes as at the point-of 


death; this moved their com vaſſion, and they a- hy 
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preed to make their demand in writing, and give 
r. Hughes till the Monday following to make a 
reply. And on Monday the deputies read the 


following anſwer aloud to all the multitude affem- | 


bled. | 
Philadelphia, Monday morning, Oct. 7, 1765. 
- * Whereas about fix o'clock, on Saturday even 
ing laſt, a paper was ſent to me, expreſſing, that 
a great number of the citizens of Philadelphia, 
aſſembled at the State houſe, to demand of Mr. 
John Hughes, diſtributer of ſtamps for Penſylvania, 
that he will give them aſſurance, under his hand, 
that he will not execute that office; and expect that 
he will give them a fair, candid, and direct an- 
ſwer, by Monday next, at ten o'clock, when he 
will be waited on for that purpoſe. Saturday, 
October 5, 1765.” 

«« [do therefore return for anſwer to thoſe gen- 


tlemen, and all their aſſociates, that I have not 
ut the late 


hitherto taken any ſtep tending to 
act of parliament into execution in this province; 
and that I will not, either by myſelf or my depu- 


ties, do any act or thing that ſhall have the leaſt 
tendency to put the ſaid act into execution in this 


province, until the ſaid act ſhall be put into exe- 
cution generally in the neighbouring colonies, and 
this I am determined to abide by. | 
And whereas my commiſſion includes the three 
countries of New-Caftle, Kent, and Suſſex, upon 
Delaware, I do, therefore, hereby voluntarily in- 
form the good people of thoſe counties, that no 
act of mine ſhall, either directly or indire&ly, in- 
volve them in any difficulties with reſpect to the 
ſaid ſtamp act, before the ſame ſhall take place ge- 
nerally in the neighbouring colonies.“ 
JOHN HUGHES. 


It is neceſſary ſometimes, in this narration, to 
neglect a ſtrict obſervance of the order of time, that 
each ſeparate account may have a proper conti- 
nuation, — to return then a little back. On the 
20th of September, all the lawyers of the ſupreme 
court, held at Perth Amboy, afſembled. and the 
Chief Juſtice having propoſed the following queries, 
they agreed and came to theſe ſeveral — 

Firſt. Whether, if the ſtamps ſhould arrive, and 
be placed at the city of Burlington, by or after the 
firſt of November, they would, as practitioners, a- 
gree to purchaſe them, or any of them, for the ne- 
ceſſary proceedings in the law? 6 

Reſolved by the whole body, N. C. D. they 
would not, but rather ſuffer their private intereſt 
to give way to the public opinion, proteſting at 
the ſame time againſt all riotous and indecent be- 
haviour, which they will diſcountenance by every 
means in their power, to preſerve order, and by an 
abſolute retuſal to make uſe'of the ſtamps, and 
other quiet methods, endeavour to obtain a repeal 
of the law. 80 | 
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Second. Whether it wis their opinion, that 
ſhould the act take place, the duties could poſſi- 
bly be paid in gold and ſilve. 


' Anſwered by the whole body, It could not be 


paid in —=— and filver even for one year, 
Third. Their opinion was defired, whether, as 
the act required the Governor and Chief juſtice to 


ſuperintend the diſtributor, he ſhould be obliged to 
take charge of the diſtribution of the "ſtamps, by 


order and appointment of the , if he 
ſhould think proper to fix upon him for that office ? 
- Anſwered and adviſed, not to take it upon him, 
the Governor not being impowered by the act to 
appoint ; or if he was, it was left to the Chief- 
Juſtice's option, and that it would be incompatible 
with his office as Chief Juſtice, Ge TE 

The lawyers alſo of New Jerſey met, and re- 


folved to loſe all their buſineſs, rather than make 


uſe of any ſtamps. 


When the commiſſioners from Boſton came to 
the congreſs at New York, they waited on lieut, 
vernor Colden, who received them very coldly ; 
and told them, that * ſuch a congreſs was uncon- 
ſtitutional, unprecedented, and unlawful, and 
he ſhould give them no countenance.” .'* + © > 
On the 21ſt of October, the freeholders and 
other inhabitants of the town of Plymouth had 
a meeting, and unanimouſly agreed on inſtructions 
to Thomas Forſter, Eſq; their tative in the 
general aſſembly of Maſſachuſet's Bay. In which, 
after expreſſing the higheſt eſteem the Britiſh 
conſtitution, ſhewing how far the le of Ame- 
rica have exerted themſelves in ſupport thereof, 
and ſetting forth their grievances, they 
as follows : | — oy | 
4 You, Sir, 1 2 a people who are not only 


| deſcended from the firſt ſettlers of this country, 


but inhabit the very ſpot they firſt poſſeſſed. Here 
was firſt laid the foundation of the Britiſh empire 


in this part of America, which from a very {mall | 
beginning, has increaſed and ſpread in a manner 


very ſurpriſing, and almoſt incredible; eſpecially 
when we conſider that all this has been effected 
without the aid or aſſiſtance of any power on earth, 
that we have defended, protected, and ſecured our- 
ſelves againſt the invaſions and cruelty of ſavages, 
and the ſubtilty and inhumanity of our inveterate 
and natural enemies the French; and all this with- 
out the appropriation of any tax by ſtamps, or 
ſtamp acts laid upon our fellow ſubjects in any part 
of the king's dominions, for defraying the expences 
thereof. This place, Sir, was at firſt the aſylum 
of liberty, and we hope will ever be preſerved ſa- 
cred to it; thou 
lorn wilderneſs, inhabited only by ſavage men and 
beaſts. To this place our fathers (whole memories 
be revered) poſſeſſed of the principles of liberty in 


| their purity, dildaining flavery,- fled to enjoy thoſe 
1 Pri- 
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it was then no more than a for- 


ivileges which they had an undoubted right to, 
— para ar the hands of violerce and 
in their native country. We, Sir, their 
poſterity, the freeholders and other inhabitants of 
this town, legally aſſembled. for that purpoſe, poſ- 
ſeſſed of the ſame ſentiments, and retaining the 
ſame ardour for liberty, think it our indiſpenſable 
duty, on this occafion, to expreſs to you theſe our 
ſentiments of the ſtampact, and its fatal conſequences 
to this country, and to enjoin upon you, as you 
regard not only the welfare, but the very being of 
this le, that you (conſiſtent with our allegiance 
to E 2 and relation to the government of 
Great Britain) diſregarding all propoſals for that 
, exert all your power and influence in re- 


ſucceſs of our petitions for relief. We likewiſe, to 
avoid diſgracing the memories of our anceſtors, as 
well as the reproaches of our own. conſciences, and 
the curſes of poſterity, recommended it to you to 
obtain, if poſſible, in the honourable houſe of re- 
preſentatives of this province, a full and explicit 
aſſertion of our rights, and to have the ſame en- 
tered on their public records, that all generations 
yet to come, may be convinced, that we have not 
only a juſt ſenſe of our rights and liberties , but that 


; 5 we never (with ſubmiſſion to divine providence) 
will be ſlaves to any power on earth; and as we 
have at all times an abhorrence of tumults and 


diſorders,” we think ourſelves happy in being at 
hen under no apprehenfions of any, and in 


aving good and wholeſome laws ſufficient to 


preſerve the ce of 


the 2 in all fu- 
ture times, unleſs y 


ked ſome imprudent 


meaſure : ſo we think it by no means adviſeable 


for you to intereſt yourſelt in the 
Kamp papers, or ſtamp officers. 

«« 'The only thing we have further to recom- 
mend to you at this time, is to obſerve on all occaſions 
a ſuitable frugality and economy in the public ex- 
pences; and that you conſent to no unnece 
or unuſual grant at this time of diſtreſs, when the 
people are groaning under che burthen of heavy 
taxes: And that you uſe your endeavours to en- 
quire into, and. bear teſtimony againſt, any paſt, 
and to prevent any future unconſtitutional draughts 
on the public treaſury.” “ f 

On Tueſday, October 22. the ſtamps arrived at 
New Vork, and the ſame demonſtrations of ſor- 
row and mourning were made there as had been 
at Philadelphia, The Governor ſent to Mr. 
M Evers to take care of them, but he refuſed to 
have any thing to do with them; and indeed not 
one pe from New Hampſhire to Georgia was 

Wy hardy enough to venture at the executing the of- 


protection of 


- 


kee of Stamp-diſtributor.. 


* 
- 
Ul 


. 


* 


4 


oO 


4 


—— to the ſtamp act, at leaſt until we hear the 


| 


| 


| 
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On Thurſday, October 24, the congreſs at New 
| York, having finiſhed their buſineſs, ſeparated. 
And on the 41ſt the merchants of New York met, 
and came to four reſolutions, iſt, In all the orders 
they ſhould ſend to Great Britain, for any 8 
whatever, to direct them not to be ſhipped unleſs 
the ſtamp- act was repealed. 2d, To countermand 
all orders already ſent, unleſs on the above condi- 
tion. 3d, Not to fell any goods, &c. ſent on 
commiſſion from Great Britain, ſhipped after the 
1ſt of January, 1766, unleſs on the above condi- 
tion. And, 4th, That theſe reſolutions ſhould be 
binding, till abrogated at a future meeting. 
And theſe reſolves were ſubſcribed by above two 
hundred of the principal inhabitants. 


In conſequence of theſe reſolutions, the ſhop- 
keepers and retailers ſubſeribed an obligation, not 
to buy any wares, s, or merchandize, of any 
perſon whatever, ſhipped from Great Britain, after 
the 1ſt of January, unleſs the ſtamp- act was re- 


1 


—_— Y 
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The inhabitants of Philadelphia followed their 
example; and on the 7th of November, the mer- 
chants, &c. met, and. entered into the like en- 
gagements. 


In the laſt week of October, George Mercer, 
Eſq; appointed diſtributor of the ſtamps for 
Virginia, arrived in New York river, on the 
zoth; in the evening he came to Williamſburgh, 
and upon his walking up the ſtreets as far as the 
capitol, in his way to the Governor's, was accoſt- 
ed by a concourſe of gentlemen aſſembled from all 
parts of the colony, the general court ſitting at the 
tune. They mfiiſted be ſhould immediately ſatis 

the company (which conſtantly increaſed) whether 
he intended to act as a commiſſioner under the Stamp 

Act: Mr. Mercer told them, that any anſwer to ſo 
important a queſtion that he ſhould make, under ſuch 

circumſtances, would'be attributed to fear ; though 
he believed none of his countrymen, as he had never 

injured them, could have any deſign againſt his per- 
ſon; inſiſted that he ought to be allowed to wait on 
the-Governor, and council, and to receive true in- 
formation of the ſentiments of the colony (whoſe 
benefit and proſperity he had as much at heart as any 
man in it) and that he would, for the ſatisfaction of 
the company then aſſembled, give them his anſwer 
on Friday at ten o'clock. is ſeemed to ſatisfy 
them, and they attended him up as far as the coffee- 
houſe, where the Governor, moſt of the council, and 

a. great number of gentlemen were aſſembled; but 

ſoon after many more people got together, and in- 

ſiſted on a more ſpeedv and ſatisfactõry anſwer, de- 
claring they would not clepart without one. In ſome. 
time, upon Mr. Mercer's promiſing them an anſwer 


5 


1 
by five O clock the next evening, they departed well 
pleaſed; and he met- with no turther moleſtation. 


4 


* 


or deputies, proceed in the execution of the ac un- 


ed to me, I determined to know the real ſentiments 


con verſation been informed were offered me in ef- 
tigy in many parts of the colony, yet I ſtill flatter | 


my appointment until ſome time after my return 


| Hould be 


And accordingly he was Met With in the evening | 
of the thirty-firſt at the Capitol, by a vait number 
of gentlemen, among them ll the principle trading 
people in the colony ; upon which the gentleman, 
deputed by the whole, informed him, that he was 
then to look u himſelf as in the preſence of the 
colony, and demanded the anſwer he yeſterday pro- 
miſed to give them. Mr. Mercer then addreſſed - 
himſelf to the company in the following manner: 


„ I now have met you agreeable to yeſterday's pro- 
miſe, to give my country ſome aſſurances which I 1 
would have been glad I could with any tolerable pro- 
priety have done ſooner. a 

I flatter myſelf no judicious man can blame me 
for accepting an office under an authority that was 
never diſputed by any from wham I could be advi- 
led of the propriety or weight of the objections. 1 
do acknowledge that, ſome little time before I left 
England, I heard of, and ſaw, ſome reſolves which 
.were {aid to be made by the Houſe of Burgeſſes of 
Virginia; but as the authenticity of them was diſ- 
puted, they never appearing but in private hands, | 
and fo often and differently repreſented and explain- 


of my countrymen from themſelves : And I am con- 
cerned to ſay that thoſe ſentiments were ſo ſuddenly 
and unexpectedly eommunicated to me, that I was 
altogether unprepared to give an immediate anſwer 
upon ſo important a point; for in however unpopu- 
lar alight I may lately have been viewed, and not- 
withſtanding the many inſults I have from this day*s | 


mylelf that time will juitify me, and that myſconduct 
may not be condemned, after being coolly inquired 
nto. 

due The commiſſion, ſo very diſagreeable to my 
countrymen, was ſ lely obtained by the genteel re 

commendation of their repreſentatives in general 
aſſembly, unaſked for; and though this is contrà- 
dictory to public report, which 1 am told charges 
me with alfiting the pallage of the Stamp- act, upon 
the promiſe sf the commiſſion in this colony, yet I 
hope it will meet, with credit, when J aſſure you, I 
was fo tar from aſliiting it or waving any previous 
promite from the ininiſtry, that I did not know of 


from Ireland, where I was at the commencement 
of the ſeſſion of parliament, and for a long time 
after the act had paſſed. 

« Thus, Gentlemen, am I circumſtanced. I 
glad to act now in ſuch a manner as would 
juſtify me to my triends and countrymen here, and 
the authority which appointedyne: but the time you 
Have allotted me for my anſwer is ſo very ſhort, that 
J have not yet been able to diſcover that happy me- 
dium, therefore muſt intreat you to be referred to 
ray future conduct, with this aſſurance in the mean 
time that I will not, direMy or indirectly by myſelf 


—_— 
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til I receive further orders from England, and not 


(14 


| 


| 


| 


| 


then without the aſſent of the general aſſembly of 


1 


colon 


Gentlemen, DP 
Tour fincere friend, 
And obliged humble ſervant; 
GEORGE MERCER,” 


This declaration gave ſuch general ſatisfaQtion 
that he was immediately born out of theca ital-gate, 
amidſt the repeated acclamations of all preſent. Then 
he was conducted t 9 mporogy nos and an elegant 
entertainment ordered to he provided, where he 
ſpent the evening with a number of gentlemen. He 
had no ſooner arrived there thati the acclamations 
of the company were redoubled, drums, French- 2 
horns, | &c. ſounding all the while. As ſoon as 
night ſet in the whole town was illuminated, the 
bells ſet a ringing, and every mark of joy ſhewn at 
this gentleman's declining, in ſuch a genteet man- 
ner, to act in an office ſo odious to his country. In 
ſhort, there never was ſeen thert ſo much and (6 

neral rejoicing upon any. occaGon, in ſo ſhort a = 

ime; and tocrown the u hole, there was a ſplendid .Y 
ball, the iſt of November, at night. 2 

Mr. Merter, upon his landing at Hampton, met 
with ſome very rude treatment from the mob there: 
but by the interpoſition of the gentlemen, they di- 
aries without any ill conſequences. 'Y 


After the 3 up of the congreſs at N - 
Vork, (the cominifſioners to which were the fol. 
lowing gentlemen, viz. Maſſachuſet's Bay. Hon. 
James Otis, Eſq; Oliver Partridge, and Timothy | 
Ruggles, Efqrs;—Rhode Hand; Medealf Bowler, 
and Henry Ward, Eſqrs; — Connecticut Col. Dyer, 
Mr. Johnſon, and Mr. Rowland. — New York. 

Mr, Cruger the Mayor, Mr. Alderman Living- * 
nn, Judge Livingſton, Mr. Liſpenard, and 15 | 
Bayard. — Jerſeys. The Hon. Robert O en, Eſq; 3 
Speaker, Henry Fiſher, and Joſeph Burden, Efqrs; 3 
—Penſylvania. The Hon. Mr. Fox, Speaker, Mr. 
Dickinſon; Mr. Bryon, and Mr. Morton.— The 
counties of Suſſex, Kc. on Delaware. Cafar 
Rodney, Eſq; and Mr. Mac Kran.—Maryland. 
William Murdock, Edward Tilghman, and Tho- 
mas Ringold, Efqrs; — South Carolina. Mr. 
Lynch, Mr. Gudſton, and Mr. Rutlege ;) the 
1 paper being ſecured in Fort George 
and ſome extra ions being carried 
on in that garfiſon, che people of New York were 
greatly alarmed and diſpleaſed; and accordingly, 
on Friday, the fatal firſt of November, they afſew- 
bled in great numbers in the evening, and, pre. 
ceded by a number of lights, went to the fort walls, 
where they broke open the ſtables, and took — Y 
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they entire 


utted, and made a bonhre of its contents; an 
they diſperſed. | 1 
The next èvening, having heard that the Licut, 
Governor had qualified himſelf is ſtamp · diſtri 
butor, the multitude aſſembled again, determined 
to march to the fort, and obtain either a decla- 
ration that the Lieut. Governor would not diſtri- 


bute the ſtamps, or that they ſhould be delivered 
into their hands; but they were prevented by re- 


veiving the following declaration from the fort. 


«« The Lieut. Governor declares he will do no- 
* thing in relation to the ſtamps, but leave it to 
* Sir-Fleary Moore to do. 2s he pleaſes on his ar- 
„ rival.” Council-Chamber, New {OR 
Nov. 2. By order of his Honour, 
1768. GEO. BANYAR, D. Cl. Co. 


Still, however, the people remained diſſatisfied, 
and inſiſted that the 
of the fort, or they would take them by force. On 
this Captain Kennedy, of his majeſty's ſhip Co- 
ventry, was defired to take them on board, which 
he abſolutely refuſed : and after much negocia- 


tion on Taeſday evening, Nov. g, they were de - 
| in the City> 


livered to the corporation, and |] 
hall, to the great j A 
It is to be remark'd, that, during the commo- 


tion, all the canon on Copſey- battery, and the 


King's yard, and many others belonging to the 
merchants, were all ſpiked up, to prevent the po- 


pulace making aſe of them to obtain the ſtamps. 


At Hallifax a ſo, in Nova Scotia, the * 
officer was hanged in effigy, and the people obli · 


LI to give up the ftampt paper, which they 
484 


In Virginia, the Juſtices of Weſtmorland met, 
and unanimouſly 
lowing addreſs to the Governor and council: 


The very grea ropriety of acting in an 
ofice which ns . the Acchurge of 


s ſhould be delivered out 


gned their offices, by the fol- 


in thoſe laws; and yet you are pleaſed to ſay, that 


acting in that 


mences ; which 38 
in conſequence of the judicial oath we take, of 
in conformity to its directions, and.] by do- 
ing fo, to become inftrumental in che deſtruction of 
try's moſt eſſential rights and libernes.” 
OR. 17. [Signed by the JUSTICES. 


The firſt of November being paſt, and no 
papers to be got, the printers of New 
York, Ralton, &c. continued to print their papers 
without ſtamps, making an apology to the go- 
vernment, as not proceeding from diſloyalty, and 
being urged by the threats of the people, if they 
diſcontinued e Per 
be ſpeech of Governor Bernard hath been in- 
ſerted above, as alſo an account of his adjourning 
the aſlembly to the 23d of October. They met 
on that day, and prepared an anſwer to his 
which was prefenited on Friday, the 25th, and was 
as follow s: 5 | 


May it pleaſe your ESCELLENCY «+ 


. THE Houſe of Repreſentatives. hay 
into a due conſideration of your wore to bot 
Houſes at the opening ot this Seſſion; and ſhoul 
have earlier communicated to your Excellency 
our ſentiments thereupon, had not the late ſudden 
and unexpected adjournment prevented it. | 
. We mult confeſs, that atter your Excellency had- 
called us together, in purſuance of thz unanimaus 
advice of a very full Council, we were in hopes you 
would have given the Aſle Tung then to have 
conſidered the critical ſtate of the Province, and de» 
termined what was proper to be done at ſo difficult 
and dangerous a copjuncture. e. 

Your Excellency tells us, that the Province ſeems 
to be upon the brink of a n A light of its 
danger is then neceſſary for its preſervation, T 
251 of the commonwealth, is a ceripin. prelage of 

all: Your Excellency may be aſſured, that t 
preſentatives of the people are awaketo 2 Fol of 
not 


entered 


its danger, and their utmoſt prudence w 


wanting to prevent its run. 


Wie indeed could not have thoughs that a weakneſs 
in the executive power of the Province had been 


any part of our danger; had not your Excellency 
made ſuch a declaration in Jour (pers ; Certainly 
— General Aſſembly have done every thing incum- 


nt on them; and laws are already in being for the 
ſupport of his Majeſty's authority in the Province : 
Your Excellency doth nat point out to us any defect 


the 


tos weak: Sure 


Fend authority, than any new and 
extraordinary K ind of power ſhould by law be con- 
ſtituted to oppoſe ſuch acte of violente as your Ex- 
cellerice may apprehend, from a people ever re- 
markable for their loyalty and good order, tho 
at preſent ' uneaſy and diſcontented. | If then, the 
lawy of the N * or" e of bs Ma- 
eſty's peace are alrea ient, your Excellency 
. ſure need hen to be told, to whoſe . 
artment it folely belongs 1 — a ſuitable num - 
of Magiſtrates to put thoſe laws in execution; or 
remove them in qaſe of failure of their duty herein. 
And we hope this important truſt will remain with 
22 * the province, where the conſtitytion has 
t. | both. a 
our Excellency is pleaſed to tell us, that declara- 


tions have been made and ftill ſubſiſt, that the act 


df parliament for granting the Stamp- duties in the 
Calonies, ſhall not be executed within the Province. 
We know. of no ſuch declarations, If any individu- 
als of the people have declared an unwillingneſs to 
ſubject themſelves to the parent of the Stamp-du- 
ties, and chuſe rather to lay aſide all bufinefs, than 
to make uſe of the ſtamped papers, as we are not ac- 
countable for ſuch 'declarations;/ ſo neither can we 
ſee any thing criminal in them: This houſe has no 
authority to controul their choice in this matter: 
The act does not oblige them to make ule of the pa- 

efs; it only exacts the payment of certain duties 


or ſuch papers as they may incline to uſe: Such de- 
poſſibly have been made and m 
reien 


clarations may 
ſtill ſubſiſt, very conſiſtently with the utmoſt 
to the King and Parliament. 
Your Excellency has thought proper 
rate very minutely the inconveniencies that may ariſe 


from the ſtampt papers not being diſtributed among 
to ſome of which your love 
more 


the people; witk ref) 
and ws rol for the neal rus leads you to 


for us than we do for ourſelves. e cannot think 


your Excellency would willingly aggravate our dan- 
ers; we are not in icular ſo alarmed, as your 
Þxcelloney ſeems to be, with the apprehenſion of 


the hand of violence being tet looſe. Your Excel- 


lative to crown matters are exempt from 8. 
The perſons of his Majeſty's ſubjects will Mill 
remain ſecure from injury : That ſpirit which your 
Excellency tells us attacks reputations, and pulls 
down houſes, wilt yet be curbed by the law. The 
eſtates of the people will remain guarded- from theft 
or open violence. There will be no danger of force 
of arms r, fare only governing power. Nor 
ſhall we realize What your Excellency is pleaſed to 
call a ſtate of General Outlawry. This we think ne- 
ceſſary to be obſerved without a particular conſide- 
ration of all the conſequences, which your Excel- 
tency fears, to prevent, if poſſible, any wrong im- 
reſſions from fixing in the minds of Il-difpobU per. 
ns, or remove them if already fixed. 


tency, upon recollection, will find that all F 


act of parliament, and as ſuch ought to be obſerved. 
This houſe, Sir, has too great a rẽverence for the ſu- 


preme legiſlature of the nation, to.queſtipn its juſt 


You are pleaſed to ſay, that the Stamp Act is an 


("1 


you e mean, by callpg.the whole Lagillace: | ume to 6 
9 


to enume- 


* 


| It by no means appertains to us th pre- 
ſume to e boundaries of the power ef par. 
lament ; but boundaries, there. undoubtedly are. 
We hope we may, without offence, put your Excel- 
ency in mind of that moſt grievous ſentence of ex- 
communication ſolemnly denbunced by the church 
in the name of the'ſacred-Trinity, in the e. of 
King Henry the Third, and the eſtates of the realm, 
ung all,thoſe who ſhould make ftatutes, or ob- 
ve them, being made, contrary to the liberties of 
| Magna'Charta.—We are ready to think thoſe zea- 
| tous advocates for the Cenſtitution 3 mpare 
their Acts of Parliament with Magna Charta; and 
if it ever happened that ſuch acts were made as in- 
fringed upon the rights of that charter, they were 
always repealed. We have the ſame confidence in 


the rectitude of the preſent parliament; and there - 
fore cannot but be ſur prized at an intimation in your 
| ſpeech, that they will require a ſubmiſſion to an act 
as a 1 to their F relief from the un- 
conſtitutional burdens of it; Which we apprehend 
includes a ſuggeſtion in it far from your Excellency's 
deſign, and ſuppoſes ſuch a wanton exerciſe of mere 
arbitrary power, as ought never to be ſurmiſed of 
the patrons of liberty and juſtice. | 
Furthermore, your Excellency tells us that the 
right of the parliament to make laws for the Ame- 
rican colonies remains indiſputable in Weſtminiter + 
Without contending this point, we beg leave juſt to 
obſerve that the charter of this province inveits the 
General Aſſembly with the power of making laws 
for its internal government and taxation; and that 
this Charter has never yet been forfeited. The par- 
liament has a right to make all laws within the limits. 
of their own conſtitution z they claim no more. Your 
Excellency will ack nowledge that there are certain 
original inherent rights belonging to the people, 
which the parliament itſelf cannot diveſt them of, 
conſiſtent with their own.conſtitution : Among theſe 
is the right of repreſentation in the ſame body which 
excrciſes the power of taxation. There is a neceſy 
ſity that the pay pan of America ſhould exerciſe this 
power within themſelves, otherwiſe they can have 
no ſhare in that moſt eſſential right, for they are not 
repreſented in parliament, and indeed we think it 
impracticable. Your Excellency's aſſertion leads us 
to think that you are of a different mind with re- 
gard to this very material point, and that y ou ſup · 
pole; we are reprepreſented: But the ſenſe of the na- 
tion itſelf ſeems always to have been otherwiſe. The 
Right of the colonies to make their awn laws and tax 
themſelves, has been neyer, that we know of, queſ- 
tioned ; but has been conſtantly recognized by the 
King and parliament: The very ſuppoſition that 
the parliament, though the-ſupreme power over the 
ſubjects of Britain univerſally, ſhould. yet conceive 
of adeſpotick power within themaſelves;would be moſt 


| diſreſpe&ful : And we leave it ITO Excellency's 
01e 


conſideration, whether to ſuppoſe an indiſputable 
right in any government, to tax the ſubje& without 
| their conſent, does not include the idea of ſuch a 


power. * 
Our duty to the King, who holds the rights of all 


his ſabje&s ſacred as his on prerogative ; and our 
love to our conſtituents, and ccacern for their dare 
e. * a * 1 4 
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W the ſtrongeſt affection 


W Hberty: they have a warnvſenſe of the honour, ſree 
adom, and independence of the ſubjects of a 

WE King: they have a jult value for thoſe ineſtimable 
lights, which are derived to all men from nature, 
and are bappily interwoven in the Britiſh conſtitu- 
tion: they eſteem it ſacrilege for them ever to give 


. — upon their conſtituents? Such a conduct in 


| ' "Injured by it: that it wholly cancels the very 


W:3ntereſts, conſtrain ut to be explicit upon this very 


C17) 


important occaſion, We beg that your Excellency 


Id confider the le of this province as having 
the Arenal 2 his Mafely, under whole 


happy government they have felt all the bleſſings of 


triot 


them up; and ra her than loſe them, they would 
willingly part with every thing elſe. We deeply re- 
et it, that the Parliament has feen fit to pals ſuch 
-and as the Stamp Act: we flatter ourſelves that the 
hardſhips of it will ſhortly appear*to them in ſuch a 
light, as ſhall induce them in their wiſdom to repeal 
it: in the mean time we muſt beg your Excellency 
to excuſe us from doing any thing to affiſt in the exe 


cution of it: were we, in order to avoid Aſſertions. 


to reſolve what we have to fay on this head into mere 
queſtions, we ſhould with all humility aſk, Whether 
it would be poſſible for us to add any weight to an 
act of that moſt auguſt body the Parliament? Whe- 


ther it would not be conſtrued as arrogance and pre- 


ſamption in us to attempt it? Whether your Ex- 
.cellency can reaſonably expect that the Houſe of Re- 
reſentatives ſhould be active in bringing a grievous 


-us would be to oppoſe the ſentiments of the people 
whom we repreſent, and the declared inſtruction of 
moſt ot them.—-They complain that ſome of rhe 
moſt eſſential rights of Magna Charta, to which, as 
Britiſh ſubjects, they have an undoubt:d claim, 2 
condi- 
tions upon which our anceſtors ſettled this country, 
and enlarged tis Majeſty's dominion, with much toil 
-and blood, and at theit ſole expence : that it is to- 
tally ſubverſive of the happieſt trame of ſubordinate 


civil government expreſſed in our Charter, which | 
vernment our allegiance, to 


'amply ſecures to the 
the nation our connection, and to ourſelves the in- 
defeaſible rights of Britons: that it tends to deſtroy 
that mutual confidence and affection, as well as that 
I which ought ever to ſubſiſt among all his 
jeſty's ſubjects in his wide and extended empire: 
that it may be made uſe of as a precedent for 
their fellow - ſubjects in Britain for the future to de- 
mand of them what part of their eſtates they ſhall 
'think proper, and the whole if they pleaſe: that it 
veſts a ſingle Judge of the Admiralty, with a power 
to try a determine their property in controverſies 
ariſing from internal concerns, without a Jury, con- 
trary to the very expreſſion of Magna Charta, that 
no freeman ſhall be amerced; but by the oath of 
and lawful men of the yicinage : that it puts it in 
the power of an informer: to carry a ſuppoſed of:. 
fender more than a thouſand miles tor trial; and 
what is the worſt of all evils, if bis Majeſty's Ame- 
Tican ſubjects are not to be governed, according to 
the known ſtated rules of the conſtitution, as thoſe 


in Britain are, it js greatly to be feared that their | 


minds may in time e diſaffected ; which we 


your 


that your Excellency has necer-made it a part ef 

uſineis toform any judgment of this act; e- 
pecially as you have long known what uneaſineſs the, 
moſt diſtant proſpect of it gave to his Majeſty's good 
ſubjects in America, and of this province of which 
you are ſubſtituted head and father: had your Ex- 
cellency thought proper to have ſeaſonably entered 
into a diſquiſition of the policy of it, you would, we 
doubt not, have ſeen that the peoples fears were not 
without good foundation; and the loveand concern 
which you profeſs to have for them, as well as your 
duty to his Majeſty, whoſe faithful ſubje&s they are, 
might have been the moſt powerful motive to your 
Excellency to have expreſſed your ſentiments of it 
early enough to thoſe whoſe influence brought it into 


3 
e cannot help expreſſing our great uneaſineſs, 
that after mentioning ſome violences committed in 
the town of Boſton, your Excellency ſhould aſk this 
Houſe, wkether ſuch proceedings are conſiſtent with 
the dutiful, humble and loyal repreſentations which 
we propoſe ſhould be made: we are ſure your Ex- 
celleacy will not expreſly charge us with encouraging 
the late diſturbances ; and yet, to our unf ble 
ſurpriae and aſtoniſhment, we cannot but ſee, that 
by fair implication it may be ar from the man- 
ner of expreſſion, that an odium was intended to be 
thrown on the province. We inherit from our an- 
ceſtors the highelt reliſh for civil liberty, but we hope 
never to ſee the time when it ſhall be expedient to 
countenance any methods for its preſervation, but 
ſuch as are legal and regular. When our ſacred rights 
are infringed, we feel the grievance ; but we under- 
ſtand the nature of qQur happy conſtitution too well, 
and entertain too high an opinion of the virtue ang 
juſtice of the ſupreme legiſlature, to encourage any 
means of redreſſing it, but what are juſtifiable by the 
conſtitution, We muſt therefore conſider it as un- 
kind for your ve to caſt ſuch a reflection on 
a province whoſe unſhaken loyalty and indiſſoluble 
attachment to his Majeſty's moſt ſacred perſon was 
never before called in q ueſtion, and we hope in God 
never will again. We ſhould rather have thought. 
your Excellency would have expreſſed your ſatisfac- 
tion in preſiding over ſo loyal a people, who in that 
part of the government where the violences were 
committed, before there was time for them to be 
ſupported by the arm of civil power, and even while 
the ſupreme iſtrate was abſent, by their own 
motion raiſed a ſpirit and diffuſed it through all 
ranks, ſucceſsfully to interpoſe and put a ſtop to ſuch 
dangerous proceedings. 8 2 -& 
_ Your Excellency is pleaſed to recommend a com- 
penſation to be made to the ſufferers by the late aif- 
turbances.— We highly diſapprove of the late acts 
of violence which have been committed; yet till we 


are convinced that to comply with what your Excel- 


lency recommends, will not tend to encourage ſuch 
outrages in time to come, and till ſome reaſon 
can be aſſigned why the loſſes thoſe gentiemen bave 
ſuſtained ſhould be made good, rather than any da- 
mage which other perſons on any different occafions 
might happen to ſuffer, we are perſuaded we ſhall 


cann& even entertain the moſt diſtant thought of 


without the greateſt abhorrence. We are truly ſorry 


not ſee dur way Clear to order ſuch a c ſation 
to be made. We are greatly at a do to know whe 


— 


_ . = 


s any rght ts require this of us, if we ſhould dif- 
Fer ſrom your Excellency in point of its being an act 
of juſtice whica concerns the credit of the govern- 
ment. We cannot conceive why it ſhould be called 
an act of juſtice, rather than generoſity, unleſs your 
Excellency ex a crime committed by indivi- 
duals, chargeable upon a whole community. 

We are very ferry that your Fxcellency ſhould 
think it needffa to intimate, that any endeavours 
have been, and may be uſed, to leffen your credit 
with this houle. Your Excellency cannet but be 
ſenfible, that when the popular pulſe beats high for 
privileges, it is no unuſual thing for a clamour to be 
raifed againſt gentlemen of character and eminence. 
We can aſſure you that our judgment of men, eſpe- 
cially thoſe in ph ftarions, is always founded upon 
our experience and obſervation. While your Excel- 
| lency is pleaſed to make your duty to our moſt gra- 
cious Sovereign, and a tender regard to the intereſt 
of his ſubjects of this province, rule of your ad- 
miniſtration, you may rely upon the readieft affitt- 
ance that this houſe ſhail be able to afford you. And 
you will haye our beſt wiſhes that 
wiſdom to finke out fuch a 
while it ſecures to you the ſmiles of your Royal Maſ- 
ter, will at the fame time conciliate the love of a free 
and loyal people. F | | [RW 
The province of New Hampſhire appointed 


% 


— 


the 14th of November to be held as aday of ge- 
dl 


neral thankſgiving; and the province of 
chuſet's Bay appointed the th of Decemberfor 
the ſame purpoſe | 


On the laſt day of October, the le of New 
Hampſhire aſſembled, on having that Mr. 
Meſſerve, notwithſtanding his late verbal reſig- 
nation, intended to diſtribute the ſtamps: and went 
to him, where the King's council had conducted 
him, to the Plains, two miles from Portimouth ; 


and there Judge Warner, one ot the council, ad- 


miniſtred to bim a ſolemn oath, that he would 
not execute his office in this province. That oath, 
and the declaration of the council, that the ſtamps 
ſhould remain in New Caſtle fort, un- opended, E. 
tisſied the people, who all diſperſed quiet). 


Since that time, no freſh accounts have been 


received, except ſome letters from a clergyman in. 
Philadelphia; with ſome extracts from which we 
conclude this narrative: and the annexed CHRAR- 
' TERS will enable the reader to form a better judg- 
ment of the propriety or umpropriety of the Ame-" 
ricars betavtor, The extracts are as follows: 


: 
i | 


, 


— 


RAT A. „ 


n 


u may have 
path of conduct, as, 


3 2 7 
An aſſociation was formed this day, and articles 
ſigned by a very great number of the merchants, 


dize till the Stamp Act is 1 


— 


parliament have no power here: | 2 

power of working miracles ; of turning, by. few 

8 ever 

t rebels. Fat, i 
d 


lin 


after the Worts, Mr. 
New Hampfhire.“ 


and will be ſubſcribed by all, engaging 


: : that they 
will not import from Britain any go 


r m erchan- 
ea Ireland, which 
ſeem s now much in fayour here, will probably reap 
great advantage from this turn, as ſhe may no pay 
in goods for the immenſe quantities of flax ſeed re- 
ceived from hence, for the greater part of which ſhe 
was before obliged to give drafts on London. I ſup- 
poſe this affociation will not be quite fo l 
even to the merchants in England as ſome imagine; 
for the back wardneſs, and almoſt total ſtop of cath 
remittances from America, owing to the late im- 
— reſtraints on the trade, muſt make them as 
unwilli 


pg to ſend goods to the me chants here, aa ; 


theſe are to ſend for them. And indeed it is no © 


greatſelf-denial in our merchants to ſtop, as it may 
leem, their own buſmeſs, and refuſe ſendin for 
more Brittth goods, ſince they know the people are 
univerſally determined not to buy them: ſo that all 
parties are perhaps agreed. It is amazing what a 
turn the idleſt and moſt profuſe ameng the Ameri- 


cans have taken to induſtry and frugality.. The = 


ſubſtantial faſhionable people are foremoſt in ſetting 
the example ; and old cloaths or homeſpun are be- 


| coming ail the mode. And ſuch are the efforts of 
| theſe people, and fo prudent the meaſures they have 


taken, that I begin now to be convinced, of what I 
once theught impoſſible, that they will be able to 
ſupply themſelves with eve 
it jeems, indignation, which is faid to have ſome- 
times made poets, can alſo make atturers.” 
Another letter ſays, ©* Tis impoſſible to gi 


an idea of the univerſal contempt all ſorts of people 


here affect to ſhew for Bngliſh goods. It is a Kind 


of madneſs that has ſeized them, occaſioned by 


ſome of your late acts; though I do not think they 


neceſſary of life. S8 


give you 


are really madder in this reſpect than they uſed to 4 


be, for they were before as madly fo 


of every 


thing that came from Britain. They have therefore 


only changed one kind of madneſs for another; one 
that made them poor, for, one that will ſave their 


of courſe, make them rich,” 


money, a | 


Another ſays, Don't imagine that your 


daſhes of the pen, a million pf as good 
and affe&tionats ſubjects, as any 
had, into little lefs than downri 
land and its parliament had the love, reſpect 
vencration of every American, from the firlt ſettle- 
ment of the colonies : heretofore, their hearts were 
always on the right „but now are on the qurone ; 
your late ſtate phyſicians having, like their brethren 
Mohere, change tout cela. Sn 
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